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.Ugrappa had to go. to the house now and
take his bath. Before he reached home, his wife
had heard that Chinnappa had been talking,
disrespectfully to her husband in the chavadi,
and that to all this disrespect this husband of hers
had given very mild and quiet answers. As soon
as her husband came in, she let herself go: "What
is this ? Have you no idea of festival and ceremony ?
The whole village is observing the New Year Day.
Should you not have the sense to anoint yourself
and bathe before going out, and should you finish
a whole year's headmanship in one day ? All the
children are# waiting for you to come to take their
meal and the sun is in mid-sky."
11 What shall I do ? " said Ugrappa. " Before
ever I woke up a panther had come. Soon after
came Muniya with a complaint against Chinnappa.
Then came Mooka from the Shekdar asking for
jaggery for the Amildar. The Shanbhog came
along complaining of bad collections. Between
one thing and another it was midday by the time
I could leave the chavadi"
lt What is this I heard ? " said the wife. " It
seems that Chinnappa abused you to his heart's
content and you submitted to it. Is it open to
any one who cares to revile your headmanship ?"
Ugrappa replied: "He did abuse but soon